BUCKINGHAM
letters from the Plymouth Commissioners, he must have known that the expedition was far from well equipped With regard to the subsequent failure, he now urged that he was not present in person, the King having required his services in the Low Countries, although he had made the greatest suit possible to His Majesty to allow him to accompany the expedition.   This consideration the Commons were more disposed to use as an indictment against him than as a point in his favour.
He proceeded to acquaint them with particulars of the alliances he had formed when in the Netherlands, and touched upon his hopes of forming a league with France, even at this eleventh hour.   With regard to his personal administration of his offices he gave them a few figures which definitely proved his efficiency in this direction. Far from making money out of the exchequer, he showed them how he had repeatedly drawn upon his private income for the payment of many of his expenses. This we know to have been true, for the Duke continually displayed his readiness to pledge his private fortunes in the cause he was pursuing, as during the embassy at the Hague. There is no evidence that he was guilty of the monstrous peculation of which Eliot accused him.
Clearly and simply Buckingham proceeded to marshal his facts in answer to the other charges made against him: 'I am accused by Common Fame to be the cause of the loss of the Narrow Seas, and the damage there sustained. All that I can say is this, since the war began with Spain I have always had twelve ships on the coast and allowance but for four, the rest rny own care supplied. And for the office of Admiral when I came first to it, I found the Navy weak, not neglected by my noble predecessor (for I cannot speak of him but with honour), but through the not paying of monies in time, there were such defects his care could not
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